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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will read the titles of the bills for 
the first time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 28) to reauthorize the 
United States-Jordan Defense Coopera-
tion Act of 2015, and for other purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 21) making appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes. 

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 1) mak-
ing further continuing appropriations 
for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for fiscal year 2019, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
now ask for a second reading, and I ob-
ject to my own request, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard. 

The bills will be read for the second 
time on the next legislative day. 

f 

ORDERS TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 
2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 3 p.m., Tuesday, January 
8; further, that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate resume 
consideration of the motion to proceed 
to S. 1; finally, that notwithstanding 
the provisions of rule XXII, the cloture 
motion filed during today’s session 
ripen at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, January 8. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask that it stand adjourned under 
the previous order following the re-
marks of Senator SCHUMER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

f 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, as we 
near the third week of the Trump shut-
down, the impacts on the American 
people are getting worse with each 
passing day. Nearly 400,000 Federal 
workers have now been furloughed. 
Food safety inspectors, vital to our 
health and safety, are working without 
pay and with limited resources. Amer-
ican farmers can’t get loans from the 
USDA. Working families trying to buy 
a home are finding out their FHA loans 
are on hold. 

I just heard from a constituent of 
mine in the capital region, near Al-
bany—a fire police dispatcher, whose 
wife is pregnant. They closed on their 
first house, joyously, last week. But 
now their loan is delayed until the gov-
ernment reopens. That story can be re-
peated over and over again. 

Our Federal courts are running out of 
money. Our national parks are suf-
fering; we have seen the piles of debris 
and garbage in these beautiful places. 
Maybe most ironically of all, as the 
President is talking about making the 
border more secure, his shutdown is 
making it less secure. Border Patrol 
agents are going without pay. E-Verify 
is offline. Immigration cases are on 
hold. New immigration judges are not 
being hired. So with all the talk that 
the President has about making the 
border more secure, the Trump shut-
down is making it less secure. 

We have provided a way for him to 
continue to debate this wall issue but 
keep the government open. All of this 
means that we should be doing every-
thing we can to bring this Trump shut-
down to a swift end. 

My friend, the Republican leader, 
quoted me this morning. So let me now 
quote my friend, the leader. He has 
said repeatedly: ‘‘Nobody likes a shut-
down.’’ 

Leader MCCONNELL has shown him-
self to be an adept negotiator during 
previous shutdowns. Why is he abdi-
cating his responsibility now? Why is 
Leader MCCONNELL shuffling off to the 
sidelines, pointing his fingers at every-
body else, and saying that he will not 
be involved? Probably because he real-
izes this President—President Trump— 
is erratic, unreliable, and sometimes 
even irrational. In sum, President 
Trump is a terrible negotiator. 

Given the unfortunate traits that re-
side in our President, I understand 
Leader MCCONNELL’s reluctance to get 
involved. But in truth, they are all the 
more reason for him to get involved. 
America needs Leader MCCONNELL to 
get involved to stop this shutdown. He 
can’t keep ducking this issue. 

Left to his own devices, President 
Trump can keep the government shut 
down for a long time. The President 
needs intervention, and Leader MCCON-
NELL and Senate Republicans are just 
the right ones to intervene. 

Fortunately, we have a way to end 
this shutdown with the help of our Re-
publican friends in the Senate. Last 
night, as expected, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed two pieces of legis-
lation to end the Trump shutdown—a 
six-bill package to provide appropria-
tions for eight shuttered Cabinet De-
partments and a 30-day continuing res-
olution for the Department of Home-
land Security. Both bills received bi-
partisan support in the House. 

The logic behind those two pieces of 
legislation is very simple. We have dis-
agreements on how to best secure the 
border. President Trump wants an ex-
pensive and ineffective border wall. He 
promised that Mexico would pay for it 

but now demands that American tax-
payers should foot the bill. 

Democrats believe that a border wall 
is an obtuse public policy and that we 
have much better, more effective, less 
wasteful ways of securing the border. 

We don’t have to have eight unre-
lated Cabinet Departments closed 
while we sort out our differences. We 
can reopen the 25 percent of the gov-
ernment now closed and continue to 
debate our border security. That is why 
we split the bills in two—one to reopen 
the government and another to keep 
DHS running short term while discus-
sions continue about the border. 

Neither piece of legislation should be 
controversial, and the House major-
ity—I give them credit and Leader 
PELOSI credit—went out of its way to 
avoid controversy. They didn’t send 
over a bill with lots of poison pill rid-
ers, lots of things our colleagues here 
wouldn’t like. They sent the very bills 
that Republicans crafted and voted for. 
The majority went out of its way to 
avoid controversy by choosing the leg-
islation crafted and supported by Re-
publicans. 

Let me emphasize that. The six ap-
propriations bills passed by the House 
last night are the same bills—the very 
same bills; they have not changed a 
bit—that Republicans here in the Sen-
ate drafted—they were in charge—and 
approved. Four of them passed this 
Chamber by more than 90 votes, and 
the other two passed nearly unani-
mously in committee. Leader MCCON-
NELL voted for every one of them and 
spoke glowingly about their passage 
last year. 

So there is nothing—I repeat, noth-
ing—in the six appropriations bills that 
Leader MCCONNELL and Senate Repub-
licans oppose. There is nothing—abso-
lutely nothing, I repeat—about a con-
tinuing resolution for Homeland Secu-
rity that now Leader MCCONNELL and 
Senate Republicans refuse to put on 
the floor—because that was Leader 
MCCONNELL’s idea. He put it on the 
floor, and it passed the Chamber unani-
mously last Christmas. 

Now we are seeing some real cracks 
in the Republican wall. Some of my 
friends in the Senate on the other side 
of the aisle in this body, to their cred-
it, are already saying that we should 
take up and pass these two bills. Seven 
House Republicans, newly elected, 
under huge pressure not to, voted with 
these bills. Every Democrat voted for 
the bill; there is no dissension there. 
But a handful of Republicans did too. 

It is time for Leader MCCONNELL and 
President Trump, who is the ultimate 
reason we have this shutdown—it is 
time for Leader MCCONNELL and Presi-
dent Trump to support this package of 
bipartisan legislation and reopen the 
government. 

In a short time, Speaker PELOSI and 
I will head to the White House to meet 
with President Trump and congres-
sional leaders about the government 
shutdown. I will be joined by my very 
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